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President's Corner

By Sue Spaid

Inside:

I lost a very good friend and rescue mentor on Sunday
August 8, 2021. Gaye Bricker was an amazing woman
and she truly had a heart for rescue. She had so much
knowledge about Brittanys, and really understood
them. I think she could be called a “dog whisperer.”
Gaye was opinionated about rescue, the dogs, and our
organization. She would not hesitate to share her
opinion with you. She knew her stuff and loved the
rescue dogs.
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In 2006, we adopted from NBRAN and Gaye was the coordinator who helped
us. I had this long-legged hunting machine living in my home, where docile
Cocker Spaniels had resided before. I stayed in touch with Gaye, trying to
understand why Scooter did what Scooter did. One day she was lamenting that
she was going to have coordinate for Pennsylvania in addition to Ohio. I
remarked that it would be a challenge since PA was such a big state. As we
chatted more, I made the fatal mistake of asking what was involved in being a
state coordinator. The rest is history & I will never forget that conversation.
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Fast forward a few years to 2009, I was now the NBRAN president with my day
job in school counseling. Gaye called me one day sobbing, and after a few
minutes to calm down, she told me about a poor young Brittany in Kentucky
who had been shot point blank and found alive on the side of a road by a game
warden. The dog was at Dr. Derrickson vet’s office, and it was going to be
expensive to help this dog.
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Gaye talked to the vet, and he said he could save her. Gaye believed him. She liked this vet - I think his
righteous indignation about this dog’s circumstances appealed to her. I told her to give the vet the go
ahead to care for this dog. Gaye said, “We need to name her.” I said, “let’s name her Hope, because you and
I both need to hope she will survive.” Hope survived, after removing 20 pieces of bird shot from her body.
Hope moved to Michigan and currently resides happily, now 13, with Bill Canney, the NBRAN Treasurer.
Gaye’s passing leaves a huge void in the rescue community and in my life. Her health had been failing the
past year and resigned from NBRAN’s board and coordinating. Even though she officially was not part of
NBRAN anymore, I still sought her advice and counsel. The last time I talked to her, we had a good chat
and she told me to call her again soon because she didn’t think she would be around much longer. I told
her she would outlive me and we both laughed. I will miss her!

Five Tips to Help Your Dog Adjust as You Return to
In-Person Work B y R e b e c c a G .
The last 18 months of COVID has been rough for all of us. We have missed out on
celebrations, travel, seeing friends, losing loved ones, and navigating the work/school
from home and life balance. Our life was interrupted, and our schedules had to change
to stay safe.
The group that has benefited the most from us being home 24/7 is our dogs. They were
stars of zoom calls, selfie partners, emotional support, and there to remind us to get
outside for some R&R. I know Bernie, my 10-year-old rescue Britt, has enjoyed us being
home. I love spending time with him and learning his quirks. Even though he is happy
to have us all to himself, his schedule has changed too – including bathroom breaks.
We are working with Bernie to get him ready for when we must go back into the office.
My husband and I have read many articles on how to slowly get our furbaby ready for
this change. Here are some tips to help your dog adjust to the new schedule:
Dog proof your home. Bernie likes to knock over the kitchen garbage and would eat
anything ‘yummy’ on the counter. Clear your counters, close closet doors, hide
wires, shoes, or close the curtains, etc.
Leave your dog home for short periods of time. We started leaving Bernie home for
an hour while we ran errands. Then we slowly built up to 4 to 6 hours.
Stick to a schedule. This goes for food, play, snacks, cuddles, enrichment, and
exercise. We switched to longer walks in the morning and evening for Bernie.
Feeding time has stayed the same but couch cuddle time is now after dinner.
Ask for help. Some dogs have a lot of energy and need more enrichment. Doggy
daycare or a pet walker/sitter might be a good option for your pooch. We asked our
neighbor to watch Bernie when something comes up beyond the normal schedule.
He loves the extra attention.
Tackle separation anxiety. Watch for signs in your dog. Talk to your vet about the
options if needed. We give Bernie a dog treat when we leave the house. This helps
him understand that it is ok for us to leave.
Remember each dog is different and it takes time to
rebuild a schedule.
During this time, we have learned that 1) He goes
upstairs instead of standing by the door while we are
gone. 2) Sometimes he needs a midday potty break. He
tells us when he needs it now. 3) He needs time with his
dog park “pack.” This gives him enrichment and regular
dog friends. 4) He won’t settle in the evening until he
has his cuddle time. 5) He loves dehydrated lamb lung &
cod skins.
Don’t be too hard on yourself or the dog during this
adjustment period. Remember to be patient and kind
as you navigate returning to the office and school.
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Coordinator of the Quarter
Deborah Macsherry, NY
The NBRAN Board of Directors selected Deborah
Macsherry as the Coordinator of the Quarter.
Deborah started her journey with NBRAN as an
adopter of five dogs. She gladly agreed to coordinate
activities in NY state when there was a need. Deb will
step up to help whenever asked - with no hesitation.
She has a generous spirit and loves our dear Britts.
Deb held onto a dog headed to Canada for an extended
time due to the US/Canadian border closure. During
this time, she helped to socialize a very scared dog,
who grew up in a chicken coop. By the time the dog
went to her forever home, she was a happy and relaxed
dog thanks to Deb and her large crew.
Congrats Deb on being coordinator of the quarter!
We know NY is in great hands.

Volunteers of the Quarter
Bunny & Jeff Adams, TN

The NBRAN Board Directors selected Bunny &
Jeff Adams as Volunteers of the Quarter.
They have fostered 15 NBRAN dogs in the last 14
months for the Southeastern Region! Their most
recent foster dog, Annie, has become one of
their hospice dogs in addition to the three other
dogs in their house. The Adams are a wonderful
foster family!
They are always willing to foster dogs in their
home or transport them to where they need to
go. They have built relationships with each of
the adopters and stay in touch with them. No
matter what is going on in their lives, the Adams
are always there to support NBRAN and our
beloved Britts.
Congratulations to Bunny & Jeff for being
selected as our Volunteers of the Quarter!
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Beau Updates
By Brandie F.
Beau was found in 2014 wandering the oil
fields in Vernal, UT. He was only about 9
months old then. He was our first NBRAN
foster, but we failed.
We fell in love with him and he has been
part of our family ever since. We love how
he sits in chairs and jumps for the water
hose in our yard. We love him dearly!

Jazzy & Ivy Updates
Bob & Genny P. from El Dorado Hills, CA
We adopted Ivy & Jazz after our first NBRAN rescue,
Sandie, crossed the rainbow bridge. We wanted to find
another Brittany girl to keep our Flat-coated Retriever
company. We joke that we got 2 for 1 because Ivy & Jazz,
now 7 years old, came as bonded pair. Their previous
owner was heartbroken to give them up due to a change
in circumstances. We want him to know that they are both
happy, healthy, and living the good life with us.

Ivy is our hunter who likes nothing more
than spending hours chasing varmints
that dare to come into her backyard. She
loves laying on the cold tile and warm
snuggles. Jazz is the sweetest boy and will
spin in circles for his dinner. He loves
the dog park, but thinks the park is full
of people to pet him and doesn’t care
about the other dogs. Ivy and Jazz are
constantly entertaining us, even when
they are rascally Brittanys! Thank you
NBRAN for helping to make them part of
our family.
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Ivy is snoozing (above) and Jazz is on
the leash (upper left photo).
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Gunner & Scout Updates
From Shari F.
Gunner & Scout joined Sadie and my
family about 10 months ago. I
planned to just foster them, but they
stole my heart. Here are a few photos
of them.
Scout is with my daughter in my
husband’s project truck. Gunner loves
to rest on the window seat as a perch
after chasing “tree rats.”

Update on Rippin

From Pam B.

Rippin was one of 11 pups born to a female we fostered. It took about 2 years
for Mom and the puppies to find homes. Rippin is a very big boy and a little
shy. We found him a home with a couple in Canada (during the COVID border
closure). My husband drove him over 1200 miles for a special transport across
the border.
Unfortunately, he was not a good fit for them because of some accidents inside,
chewing, and he sometimes growled. Not every home is a match, because some
dogs need a home companion to help them to adjust and give training. We
made the long drive back to the border to get Rippin and NBRAN worked their
magic to help him find a new home stateside.
We are so thankful that the McConnells in Pennsylvania were willing to be
Rippin’s new fur-ever home. In his new home, Rippin has a large family, two
siblings, a hunting partner, and lots of hugs. He is still adjusting to their home,
and he may chew up "stuff" and perch himself on the dining table, but he is still
loved and spoiled by this family. God Bless NBRAN and the McConnells!
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Cooper Updates
From Leia R.

I started fostering Cooper in May 2020. He was only
supposed to stay for a few weeks, but sometimes
things don’t go as planned.
As we spent more time together, I felt like he was
where he needed to be. I officially adopted Cooper
in June 2020 and he has been enjoying life since.
He gets along wonderfully with his dog cousin
Moose, he loves the beach, swimming and ice
cream. It has been so heartwarming to see Cooper
experience these new life adventures. I look forward
to many more with him.

Sally & Suzie Find a Home
From Melinde W.
NBRAN is so excited to announce that
the bonded senior sisters of Sally &
Suzie found a new loving foster home.
Suzie has a grade 5 heart murmur and
Sally loves to boogie board and swim
with her new foster family.

Dutch Updates
From Kendra K.
We adopted Dutch (Finn) from NBRAN in
November 2019. Dutch is doing well, and he is
healthy. He has even become my daily yoga
buddy. Dutch has a little Britt sister named Tilly.
He plays and wrestles with her constantly.
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SHARE YOUR STORY
Email Dave Voeltz at Dvoeltz@pie.midco.net to share your story and
photos. We love sharing stories about your pups and their adventures!
We love seasonal photos and your dogs in action!

Watch for Fall/Winter Fundraising Events
Watch your email and NBRANs social media for more information about
these fundraising events!
Dog Days of Summer

NBRAN's Dog Days of Summer
event kicks off on September
10th and runs through the 12th.
This event is held online using a
Giving Grid. You can purchase a
square for a chance to win an
amazing gift baskets.
2022 Calendar & Christmas Cards
Shop our online store for the
2022 NBRAN Calendar and
Christmas cards.

2022

2021 Annual Campaign
Watch your mailbox and emails
for more information starting
around Halloween 2021.

Fosters Needed!
Fill out your foster application
at http://www.nbran.org/getinvolved/fostervolunteerapplication or email
info@nbran.org with your
questions.

Page 8

The Brittany Advocate | www.nbran.org

Father’s Day Picture Contest
NBRAN's annual Father's Day Picture Contest was
held on Facebook. We had many wonderful
submissions. The three lucky winners received a
special gift as we honor Fur-dads everywhere.
The winners are:

From Kent K.

From Scott H.

From Jonathon N.

Here are other great Father's Day photo submissions:
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Photo Gallery

Events

SEPTEMBER
Responsible Dog Ownership Month
Sept 8
Dog Walker Appreciation Day
Sept 17-25
National Dog Week
Sept 18
Puppy Mill Awareness Day
Sept 28
World Rabies Day

OCTOBER
Adopt-A-Dog Month®
Adopt-a-Shelter Dog Month
Oct 1-7
National Walk Your Dog Week
Oct 13
Pet Obesity Awareness Day
Oct 17
National Fetch Day

NOVEMBER
NBRAN Annual Campaign
Adopt a Senior Pet Month
National Pet Awareness Month
National Senior Pet Month
Nov 1-7
Animal Shelter Appreciation Week
Nov 7
Canine Lymphoma Awareness Day
Nov 20
National Adoption Day
Nov 25
National Dog Show

DECEMBER
NBRAN Annual Campaign
NBRAN Christmas Cards Sale
NBRAN 2022 Calendar Sale
Dec 4
National Cookie Day
Dec 5
International Volunteer Day
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How to Help Your Children Grieve a Loss of a Pet
& Best Friend B y H a l l i e B a r b a r a
We all have that one dog that is part of our "pack" and has made an
impression on our lives. The thought of losing them is
incomprehensible. Five years ago, we were asked to foster Hinckley,
an 8-year-old Brittany mix. Hinckley was our first foster fail. Now
at 14, Hinckley and my 6-year old daughter have bonded over the
years. Hinckley is her confidante and he gives her unwavering
emotional companionship. He is part of our “pack” and we love him
dearly! He loves to sit by the table to eat dropped food, patrol our
yard for critters, hunt pheasants with my husband, and sleep next to
my daughter.

Although Hinckley has not crossed the rainbow bridge yet, it is an inevitable and a dreadful
part of having a dog. Years ago, the vet told us that he has a heart murmur from a leaky
heart valve. I dread every vet visit because I don’t know how long he will stay with us. My
daughter always asks about his vet visit, “Did the vet say Hinckley is okay, or is he going to
die soon?”
I realized that I am experiencing anticipatory grief. Anticipatory grief is the process a
person undergoes before a loss happens. I have noticed these intense feelings and reactions
knowing that our beloved dog will leave us one day. This happens at the end pheasant
hunting seasons and I wonder if he will get another chance to hunt next year.
How do parents help children understand that their best friend is here with us now, but
won’t be with us forever? Since my daughter and Hinckley are close, I want to help her
understand how to grieve when it happens. It is important to include children in these
conversations and give them chances to grieve openly with loved ones.
The best way is to speak honestly, find out what they want to know, give age-appropriate
information, frame the details within your family’s belief system, and answer questions
directly. I hope these talks with my daughter will help her when Hinckley does pass away.
As a mother, I find it helpful to use books to explain some life’s difficult topics. Here are
some books to help children cope with a pet dying and their grief.
A Gift from Rex: Guiding Children Through Life and Loss, by Jim Kramer
When Dinosaurs Die: A Guide to Understanding Death, by Laurie K. & Marc Brown
Dog Heaven and Cat Heaven, by Cynthia Rylant
I’ll Always Love You, by Hans Wilhelm
It can also be helpful to start family rituals to celebrate your loved pet and help to find
closure when your beloved pet passes away. Some ideas are to:
Have a memorial service for your pet
Plant a tree in their name or name a star after them
Build a shadow box with their collar and pawprints or memory book with photos
Celebrate something they loved on their birthday or adoption day
The pain of losing a beloved Britt can be overwhelming and leave behind a profound sense
of emptiness and loss at any age. Our dogs are part of our family or “pack,” our best friends
or fur babies. It is important to surround yourself with people who understand this loss like
other NBRAN volunteers or adopters. We are here to help when you need it.
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Volunteer Tribute
Gaye Bricker

On August 8, 2021, the world lost a fierce Brittany rescue
advocate with the passing of Gaye Bricker.
Gaye was on the NBRAN Board for about 20 years. She
joined soon after NBRAN's inception and just recently
retired from the board in January 2020.
She loved the breed and had a vast reservoir of knowledge
that she would happily share with anyone. Gaye
coordinated Ohio and several other states and served as
the Regional Director to oversee Midwest rescue efforts.
She was responsible for mentoring many people and
NBRAN volunteers. Many say "I am involved with NBRAN
because of Gaye Bricker.”
We will miss her wit, wisdom, and passion for her beloved
Brittanys. The reunion at the Rainbow Bridge was no
doubt glorious with all the licks, hugs, and happy barks.
Rest in Peace dear lady! Please know your work touched
so many lives - both two & four legged.

♥

The Rainbow Bridge
Johnny B - Loved by Mike & Sharon H.
Our Johnny B passed away on July 21, 2021. We rescued
him through NBRAN when he was 7 years old. He would
have turned 14 on Oct. 12, 2021. He was a blessing to have in
our lives and he is greatly missed. We knew the moment we
saw his photo at www.nbran.org, that we just had to be a part
of his life.

Nena – Loved by Penny D
Nena passed away on September 5, 2021 from blood clots in
her lungs. I loved Nena's sparkly eyes and she was so special.
Annie, our other pup, is having a very hard time and keeps
searching the house and yard for Nena. I wish Nena could
have stayed with us longer. We are heartbroken but we are
lucky to have been loved by her.
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Get Involved!

CHEWY GIVES BACK PROGRAM
Support NBRAN while you shop at Chewy.com!
Click here to sign up directly!
Sign into your Chewy.com account or create a new
account.
Search for National Brittany Rescue & Adoption
Network under Find Rescue.
Click on the
to favorite NBRAN.

♥

NBRAN gets a portion donated on all purchases
& a bonus donation for each new customer that signs up!

SHOP AT THE DOG STORE
The Dog Store sells Brittany and NBRAN merchandise masks, clothes, totes, mugs and more. NBRAN receives a
portion of your purchase every time you shop.
Go to shopthedogstore.com/collections/nbran-1 or click
the logo to start shopping now through December 31st,
2021!

SHOP WITH AMAZON SMILE
Amazon Smile donates a part of your purchase price
to NBRAN. You will get the same great deals and can
easily support us at the same time!
Go to smile.amazon.com and search for National
Brittany Rescue and Adoption Network or click the
logo to be taken directly to our Amazon Smile our
Smile account. We raised over $1300 last quarter!
Remember to shop at www.smile.amazon.com
to make sure NBRAN gets the donation.

VOLUNTEER WITH NBRAN
We are always looking for new volunteers to help support NBRAN's mission.
You can be a foster caregiver, a driver for the canine railroad, make a monthly
donation or sponsor a dog!
You can learn more by going to www.nbran.org/get-involved.
Sign up to be a volunteer at www.nbran.org/get-involved/volunteerapplication
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Fundraising Update

BY CHRIS EDDINGER

The generosity of NBRAN’s supporter network continues to be wonderful!
Everyone at NBRAN thanks each of you for your support, no matter how big
or small.
Five Dollar Fridays
In July, we raised $4,400 to cover Tanner’s medical expenses. In August, we
raised about $4,500 for Angel’s cancer care. Five Dollar Fridays happens one
Friday each month. Please think about donating $5 to support on of the
Brittanys in need.
Pampered Chef Event
This event raised over $350 because of our consultant, Autumn. She makes
this annual event fun with contests & questions while showing items for sale.
We raised over $150 between the Mother's & Father's Day card sales and
donations from sales at the Shop the Dog store.
Thank you all!

Donate Now

Brittanys need your help! NBRAN is comprised solely volunteers. We need your
generous support to help take care of our beloved Brittanys.
Your donations go towards their care, food, routine veterinary care, or specialized
medical treatments. NBRAN is a 501(3)(c) and all donations are tax deductible.

Please donate today by going to www.nbran.org/donate or mail your
donation to: NBRAN, PO Box 5046, Greensburg, PA 15601-5058
Name_________________________________ Phone__________________
Address_______________________________________________________
City_____________________________________________ State________
Email________________________________________________________
In honor/Memory of_____________________________________________
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Adoptions

We found homes for 70 dogs last quarter!

Toby, AL

Archie, CA

Josh, FL

Brutus, GA

Luke, GA

Ruger, IA

Sandy, KS

Cash, MI

Coral, MI

Jaxson, MI

Lexie, MI

Scout BW, MI

Bailey, MO

Dale, MO

Rusty, MO

Lulu, NC

Rider, NC

Wilson, NC

Sadie, NJ

Bentley, NY

Chad/Bo, OH

Heidi, OH

Mina, OH

Sassy, OH

Lily, OK
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Adoptions

Bluey, OK

Revel, OK

Rhett, OK

Ruby Anne, OK

Beau, PA

Brady, PA

Brady, PA

Rudy. PA

Arlo, SC

Cooper, SC

Lucy, SC

Marge, SC

Penny, SD

Boomer, TN

Henry, TN

Layla, TN

Molly, TN

Newt, TN

Rhett, TN

Sam, TN

Dottie, TX
(bonded)

Sammy Jo, TX
(bonded)

Ginger, TX

Kai, TX
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Luke Skywalker,
TX
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Adoptions

Mariner, TX

Sally, TX
(bonded)

Buttons, VA

Pearl, TX

Suzie, TX
(bonded)

Darth Vader, VA

Sadie Mae,
TX

Pedro, TX

Shelly, TX

Scout Man, TX

Speckles, TX

Princess
Poppy, VA

Yardley, TX

Rudy, VA

Ruby, VA

Through August 31, 2021
181

Intakes

Sasha, VA

Storm
Trooper, VA

170

Adoptions

0

Wall-e, VA
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The Doggy Kitchen

Pupcakes with Apple & Cheese
Ingredients
1 1/2 cups all purpose flour
1/4 cup old fashioned rolled oats
2 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/3 cup unsweetened applesauce
1/4 cup vegetable oil
2 tablespoons honey
2 large eggs
1 cup grated apple
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese

Steps
1. Pre-heat your oven to 350 degrees F or 175 degrees C.
2. Line a 12 muffin tin with paper liners or spray with nonstick baking spray.
3. In a large bowl, mix together the flour, oats, baking powder, and baking soda.
4. In a second bowl, mix together applesauce, oil, honey, and eggs.
5. Add the wet ingredients to the dry ingredients. Mix until just combined and
evenly moistened.
6. Gently fold in the grated apple and shredded cheese.
7. Evenly divide the batter between the cups of the prepared muffin tin. The
muffin cups should be mostly full.
8. Bake in the preheated oven for 18 to 20 minutes and until a toothpick
inserted into the center comes out clean.
9. Take the muffin tin out of the oven and cool on a wire rack.
10. Store in an air tighten container in the refrigerator.
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Follow us on social media
for the latest information!
@_NBRAN

@National Brittany
Rescue & Adoption
Network (NBRAN)

NBRAN Leadership
NBRAN OFFICERS

President: Sue Spaid
Vice President: Susan Guthrie
Treasure: William Canney
Secretary: Dave Voeltz

NBRAN BOARD MEMBERS
Chris Eddinger
Lora Smith
Jessica Stevenson
Sandra Toal

Denise Turgeon
Melinde Waddle
Nancy Walker

SOCIAL MEDIA TEAM
Carol Chimera
Kim Perez

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Rebecca Gehring
Kelly Killeen
David Voeltz
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Questions?
Email info@nbran.org with
your general questions.

RESCUE GROUPS, TRAINING
OR PROBLEMS
Email Sue at brittsrgr8@gmail.com

TRANSPORTATION COORDINATORS
Nancy Walker, nwalker@capecod.net
Helen Tostevin, htostevin@yahoo.ca

ONLINE STORE
Email Sofia Evangelista at
sofevangelista@gmail.com

OMBUDSMAN
Contact Dave Voeltz confidentially at
dvoeltz@pie.midco.net if you have
worries or concerns of any nature.
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