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The Brittany Advocate

President's Corner

By Sue Spaid

Happy fall all! First off, NBRAN has a great fundraising team. Chris
Eddinger, one of our regional directors, spearheads this team. The
fundraising team also includes Kim Perez and Dailing Chen. This group
oversees all of NBRANs fundraising throughout the year, but we want to
thank everyone that helps make these efforts successful.
NBRAN just wrapped up our Dog Days of Summer basket raffle. It was
so much fun and we raised a lot of money to support our work! The
fundraising team organizes the annual Share the Love Auction, manages
our $5 Friday promotions, and supports other important fundraisers to
care for our beloved Brittanys! If you have a fundraising idea, we want
to hear it! Email Chris these ideas to help maintain and expand our
rescue efforts. Starting in mid October, we will be kicking off the
annual Capital Campaign! Watch your inbox, mailbox, and social media
for more details!
Second, we have embarked on other initiatives to raise funds and
awareness of NBRANs work. We published NBRANs book, A Dog’s
Journey Home and designed NBRAN volunteer t-shirts. Buy your book
now for friends or family who are interested in rescuing or fostering
Brittanys or other dogs. I encourage anyone who volunteers for us to
check out the t-shirts. Get them now at a great price to help enable our
wonderful volunteers the opportunity to showcase their work for
NBRAN.

I saved the most exciting news for last! I am currently
working with a designer to create an 11 inch plush Brittany.
This is something I have wanted to do for many years.
Finally, NBRAN was able to find the partner for this endeavor
of the heart! Here is a rough mock up of the plush toy we
plan to make. We hope that these plush Brittanys will be
available for purchase in our store before Christmas! I hope
everyone has a safe and enjoyable fall season!
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Meet NBRAN's Volunteers from Alabama, Florida,
Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee
We are excited to share more about NBRANs large network of volunteers
and shine a light on how they help this organization to fulfill our mission.

Eleanor Streit, AL
Eleanor is a longtime volunteer and NBRAN
supporter in the Tuscaloosa area. Eleanor has
helped us with several shelter pulls, taking the dog
directly to the local vet for evaluation, testing and
boarding. Eleanor often visits with the dogs in
boarding to check on their progress. She then gets
them ready for transport, purchasing supplies, and
starts them on their way.

The Bazzle Family, AL
Susan and Andrew have been NBRAN volunteers for
many years. They are also volunteers for rescue
groups in their hometown. They are always willing to
help when there is a dog needs picked up from a
shelter or an owner surrender in the Mobile area.
Susan has also driven many dogs on transport
through southern Alabama. They have fostered many
dogs for NBRAN and adopted Rocky & Jake.

Dan Hudson, AL
Dan is one of our newest volunteers in Alabama. He
recently applied to be one of our foster families. We
presented him with a foster opportunity right away
and he accepted without hesitation. Foster families
are at the heart of what we do and we welcome Dan to
that very special and valuable group. Dan has two
Brittanys of his own, Harry & Ducky.

Julia Baker Bell, MS
Northern Mississippi is where Julia opens her heart
and home to foster dogs for NBRAN and many other
local rescues. She has pulled dogs from shelters,
brought them to the vet, visited them while in
boarding and driven many miles on transports. Julia
also helped with a Pilots N Paws flight to get her
temporary foster dog to his forever home in Florida.
She is a valuable resource for ideas, suggestions and
advice on how to help our rescues.
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Dee Lansche, GA
If it weren’t for our transport drivers, we could not
move our rescues as efficiently as we do. Dee is one of
our transport drivers, who navigates through the busy
highways in the Atlanta area. Week after week, she
takes on the craziness of bumper to bumper traffic to
complete her leg of the journey. It takes patience and
perseverance to do what Dee does for us.

Cheryl Schuster, GA
Cheryl has been one of our foster families in the
Atlanta area for many years and is currently fostering
senior boy Toby. Cheryl never hesitates to take on
some of the tougher foster dogs and has adopted
Dolly along the way. She is a valuable resource for
help with shelter pulls, picking up dogs from owner
surrenders and transports. Cheryl is always there
when help is needed.

The Adams Family, TN
Bunny & Jeff are the busiest volunteers and foster
family in eastern Tennessee! They love to foster our
rescues and are always willing to take them in at a
moment’s notice. There’s never a dull moment at
their house with all the dogs they have fostered and
transported over the years. Bunny and Jeff never
hesitate to help in any way they can.

Suzanne Horsley, TN
Suzanne is located in the Memphis area and is another
one of our volunteers who always says “yes” for
anything to do with helping our rescues. Whether it
be fostering, picking up at shelters, responding for
help with found dogs, transports, fundraisers – you
name it. Suzanne is always there and ready to go.
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Sue Blackman, TN
Western Tennessee is where Sue works her magic
with our rescues. We lost count of the number of
dogs Sue has fostered for us. Here she is with Nash,
one of her foster pups who has since found his
forever home. Sue recently fostered Katie who joined
the Blackman family as a permanent member. Sue is
a breast cancer survivor and we are extremely
grateful for her continued help and support.

The Niggeler Family, TN
Anna has been a longtime volunteer and is a retired
NBRAN TN State Coordinator. She and her husband,
Mark, have fostered so many dogs for us, many of
them with behavior problems or have special needs
including Chester who is with her now. Anna also
works with her local Humane Society in her town
helping to place pets in their forever homes.

Susan Maerz, FL
Susan has been a longtime volunteer as a foster family
and transport driver. Most recently, she became the
newest member of the Canine Railroad Transport
Team under Nancy Walker. It didn’t take long for her
to take off running to help with organizing transports.
Susan has two Brittanys of her own.

Shari Pierce, KY
Shari has been a big help to us in the Lexington area.
She is always ready to help pick up dogs from
shelters, owners, or anywhere else we may find them.
Shari will travel many miles to bring them to the vet
or for boarding. Shari offered to foster a special
needs female Brittany in 2019 who was blind. It
didn’t take long before Ginger became a permanent
member of her family.
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Karen Stivers, KY
Karen is another one of our valuable volunteers
in the Lexington area. Any time there has been
a need for help, Karen is at the ready. Whether
it be fostering, transports, or home visits, the
state coordinator can always count on her.
Karen has adopted twice, Daisy Mae and Jake.

Jim Johnson, LA
Baton Rouge is where Jim calls home and where
he has welcomed in dozens of rescues over the
years. In addition to being a foster family for
NBRAN, Jim is very active with many other local
rescues helping to foster, rehabilitate and place
dogs in their forever homes. Jim has taken in some
of our hospice dogs and gave them lots of love and
care for the time they had left. It takes a special
kind of person who willingly helps the ones with
special needs. And we are very lucky to have Jim as
one of our volunteers.

NBRAN Unleashed - Connect monthly!
Join us the 1st Thursday of each month for
NBRAN Unleashed, a Facebook live event!
President Sue Spaid and other Board Members
meet with you at 8PM ET/7 PM CT for 30
minutes to talk about topics related to working
in Brittany rescue.
If you are interested in certain topics, please
email Chris Eddinger at ceddinger@verizon.net.
If you can’t make it, don’t worry! You can catch
any session of a NBRAN Unleashed session on
our Facebook page.
Watch social media for more information and
details. Can't wait to see you there!
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Bitsy turns 8!
Katrine, Eric,

and family

We celebrated Bitsy’s 8th birthday with a party.
She and her siblings (both fur and human) got
to enjoy a homemade cake baked just for the
occasion. Happy Birthday Bitsy and may you
have many more!

Maggie overcomes to find her home
Gayle F.
We adopted Maggie, a blind 7-year-old
Brittany on June 25th. It took her a short time
to learn her way around our house, including
two flights of stairs, which we find amazing.
She loves people and approaches everyone
with a tail wag and a smile. We've never had
such an affectionate dog and are very happy
that she's small enough to snuggle up with us
on the sofa.
She is very well behaved, and being blind
doesn't stop her from doing all the normal dog
things - sniffing around the backyard, finding
her food bowl, playing with her toys, even
fetching a squeaky ball and dropping it on
command. Being blind has become a small
part of what Maggie is, so I would encourage
others to consider special needs dogs. They
adapt really well, and with a little guidance,
make very good family pets. We're so happy
that we have our little Maggie!

SHARE YOUR STORY
Email Dave Voeltz at Dvoeltz@pie.midco.net to share your story
and photos. We love sharing stories about your pups and their
adventures! We love seasonal photos and your dogs in action!

Page 6

The Brittany Advocate | www.nbran.org

Everybody loves Susie the Brittany
By John S.
Recently, after returning from a trip to Normandy,
France, my wife Linda came down with GuillainBarré Syndrome (GBS). It is a rare disorder in
which the body's immune system attacks its nerves
and can quickly spread, eventually paralyzing the
whole body. Thankfully her condition has been
treated, but her recovery will take time and a lot of
physical therapy.
This is where Susie comes in to the story. The
rehab facility encourages Susie to come and visit.
She loves to visit, and makes a point of visiting
everyone on the ward. So many of the patients miss
their own dogs that they call her into their rooms
when she is there. One person said, “I’ve never met
a bad Brittney. They are always so happy.”
Susie is happy to visit everyone and happy to look
out their windows watching for birds and rabbits.
Everyone gets a laugh out of this.

Harvey gets his furever home!
Michelle O.
We adopted Hervé Rousseau (Harvey) in July
2022. We live in Greensboro, NC and he has
grown so much in one month! We love having
him and excited to see him grow.

Fosters Needed!
Fill out your foster application
at http://www.nbran.org/getinvolved/fostervolunteerapplication or email
info@nbran.org with
your questions.
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Boat rides with Mr. Watson
Kathy T.
Mr. Watson, our NBRAN Britt from MI, enjoys
watching the flag while the family is out
boating. He also enjoys looking at the NBRAN
newsletters and seeing his cousins from all over
the world!
We try to guess which dogs look the most like
him! Mr. Watson is pretty unique!

Quincy turns 6!
Dianne E.
In celebration of her 6th birthday, Quincy got a
brand new collar with pink and white
rhinestones, two new squeaky toy rabbits and
some new treats. She is doing very well.

Miss Macaroni chases chickens
Emily, Ernie, Lily & Declan
We adopted Miss Macaroni “Roni” in June. We love
her oh so much and she is learning what it means to
be the queen of the yard. She loves running and
chasing the chickens. She gets excited for her
breakfast and dinner and is quite the snuggle bug.
Although she’s quiet and at times you wouldn’t even
know that she’s there. She’s become such a part of
our family already! Everyone once in a while she
will run through the sprinkler or lay in the baby
pool. She enjoys her bones and treats and is such a
little lady. We thank you so much from the bottom
of our hearts for choosing us for her.
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Pal’s 1st Gotcha Day
Lyndsey, John, & Elois
Pal has been a wonderful dog. At first, he was a
wild man and had a lot of trouble settling and
calming down. Once he settled in and knew he
had stability, he mellowed out a lot.
Over the last year, Pal has gone on many hikes,
went swimming in the ocean, made new dog
friends, and got lots and lots of toys. He loves
playing - a good game of tug or being chased
around the house playing keep away. He just
adores enjoying time with his family.
We don't hunt, but he's still managed to catch a
couple squirrels and birds in our backyard. He's
an amazing athlete and can run faster than the
birds can fly!
He loves snuggling and being with his family.
He's stuck to us like glue and makes sure we're
never lonely even during trips to the bathroom.
Pal's an incredible goof, not a day goes by that
he doesn't have us laughing. He'll throw his toys
in the air and catch them to let us know it's time
to play. He likes to burrow under the couch
cushions and blankets, so all you see is his nose
sticking out.
In June, he became a big brother when we
welcomed our daughter Eloise. He’s been very
gentle around her, though he seems a bit jealous
of the attention she gets. Thank you so much for
all the care you put into him and helping Pal
find his forever home with us.
Our family would be incomplete if he wasn't
with us!
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Frankie, a dog of many names
Melanie H.
We call him Frankenstein, Frankie Flowers,
Franks Red Hot, Frank the Tank, & Frank
Castle.
Frankie is enjoying a big back yard and many
dog friends, including 3 other NBRAN rescues.
Dragonfly, moth, butterfly, birds, squirrels, &
rabbits chasing is his top priority.
This freckle nosed little man has a big
personality that keeps us on our toes. Thank
you NBRAN for all you do!

Moto's camping trip
Karen J.
This is one of my favorite pictures of Moto.
He is a NBRAN rescue when he was (about)
six months old. He’s about 13 now!
He loves camping and swimming and…
digging! This was up in the Boise National
Forest. He was in heaven!

Lizzie's park adventures
Lisa B.
We adopted Lizzie on Thanksgiving Day 2021
after fostering her for five days. Susan H. helped
us get her.
We walk every morning at a local park, train on
recall with a long lead, and watch the geese.
We love our Lizzie! She turned 9 in July. We love
adopting the older ones.
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Joonie - Daddy's girl
Julia Baker Bell
Joonie, known as Joonebug, is 6 years old and she
came to us from Michigan. We adopted her from
NBRAN and she came by way of our great NBRAN
Canine Railway on Memorial weekend 2021.
Her “brother” is a 6 year old Field Springer who
was also a rescue. She is a Daddy’s girl. She is a
mess, but she is our mess.

Jade takes home the points
Gabrielle de Benedictis
Jade was found stray in eastern Utah in 2010 as a 6
month old pup. She couldn’t find her home before
NBRAN took her in and fostered her. She arrived at
my house with little inhibition about jumping on
tables and pulling things off walls.
Jade has became the most stable dog in my pack, a
trusted girl among strangers, toddlers, & loose dogs.
She even earned two AKC Utility Dog legs just
before the pandemic hit (December 2019, 188.5
points; January 2020, 190.5 points).
After a long hiatus and not being able to compete,
Jade was diagnosed with a heart murmur and
chronic kidney disease, but we continued to practice
the utility exercises even though we had nowhere to
trial. When local trials finally returned, we came
really close but only missed qualifying by
nanosecond.
At 12 years old, the pressure was really on. Jade earned 183 points out of 200
possible and came in 3rd place for her Utility Dog title in May 2022. I am so proud
of her and this achievement, the difficulties making it even more valuable to me. It
was wonderful that my training buddies were there to cheer us on and celebrate
with us.
A special thank you to my partner, John Caswell, who drove us to practices and
trials, served as judge/steward for articles and gloves in practice, made wooden
articles for Jade when she no longer wanted to pick up metal, and gave Jade pep
talks to keep her going.
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Photo Gallery
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Photo Gallery
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The Rainbow Bridge
Bailey - Loved by Gina C.
Bailey crossed the rainbow bridge on June 3,
2022. I adopted her in 2015 after I lost my
other Britt Brandy. Bailey was a beautiful
Brittany that came to me from South Dakota.
She was a quiet soul that was very different
from my other Brittanys.
She used to hide behind me when meeting
neighbors like a toddler. But as time passed
she would stand beside me and meet the
neighbors "such a gentle, beautiful dog" they
would say. Bailey enjoyed being near her
family napping on her beds or her favorite
rug but would try the human beds from time
to time.
Our neighbors would carry treats in their
pockets for the neighborhood dogs they meet
along their walks. Bailey adapted to this
positive reinforcement by seeking out others
on our walks. By this time she had developed
degenerative myelopathy and spinal stenosis,
which impacts normal gait and support of
her hips, it didn't keep her short walks to get
a treat.
She really came into her own over since we
adopted her. We will miss her greatly!
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The Doggy Kitchen
Cheese Stick Treats
Ingredients
3 cups flour white or wheat
1.5 cups grated cheese, cheddar, mozzarella, or parmesan
1 large egg
1 cup water or chicken broth
2 and 3/4 cups water

Steps
1. Preheat your oven to 350 degrees and lightly grease a cookie sheet.
2. In a bowl, mix all the flour and cheese together.
3. Slowly add the egg and water/broth to the bowl.
4. Mix everything until turns into a dough.
5. Roll the dough out and cut it into bite sized stick pieces.
6. Place the cut pieces on the cookie sheet with a little bit of space
between them.
7. Bake for 25 or 30 minutes.
8. Remove from the oven and cool on a wire cooling rack. You can
also leave them in the oven to cool. They may become more crisp
that way.
9. Store in an airtight container and give to the bestest boy or girl!
Note: You can substitute 2 5/8 cups of rice flour if your dog has
allergies.
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Adoptions

Dylan, AR

Cinnamon, AZ

We found homes for 78 dogs last quarter!

Sabrina, CA

Jax, CT

Bailey, FL

Abe, GA

Juliet, GA

Kimber, GA

McGee, GA

Cody, KS

Tyler, KS

Meadow, MD

Chester, MI

Gertie, MI

Lexie, MI

Newt, MI

Ruger, MI

Jack Perry, MO

Jett, MO

Lulu Lucy, MO

Mia, MO

Ollie, MO

Piper, MO

Dudley, NC

Luke, NC
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Adoptions

Intakes & Adoptions thru Aug. 31, 2022

Mabel, NC

River, ND

Bridget, OK

Missy, OK

Krewe, PA

Bruno, PA

Rhett, SC

Winston, SC
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244

202

Gidget, OH

Carter, OK

Charlie Bear, OK

Tadpole, OK

Maggie, ON

Bullet, PA

Ellie, PA

Leigh, SC

Rylee, SC

Sandy, SC

Sassy, NB

Scarlett, SC

Ida, TN

Katie, TN

Maggie, TN

Archie, TX

Trevor, MO
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Adoptions

Arlo, TX

Britt Sue, TX

Evie, TX

Isabella, TX

Jack K, TX

Katie Mae, TX

Roni, TX

Murphy
Brown, TX

Oliver Tate, TX

Penny, TX

Theodore, TX

Charlie Nash, TX

Lil Ricky, TX

Winslow, TX

Riggs, TX

Ruby, TX

Shadow, TX

Bruno, TX

Julieta, TX

Maribel, TX

Luisa, TX
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Isabel, TX

Robbie, VA

126

Scout, VA

Lottie, WA
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Get Involved!
READ A DOG'S JOURNEY HOME:
25 STORIES OF RESCUE AND
FOSTERING
Buy a hardcopy or download NBRANs A Dog's
Journey Home: 25 Stories of Rescue and Fostering
from the NBRAN Store or Amazon for Kindle to
read stories from NBRAN fosters and adopters.

CHEWY GIVES BACK PROGRAM
Support NBRAN while you shop at Chewy.com!
Click here to sign up directly!
Sign into your Chewy.com account or create a new
account.
Search for National Brittany Rescue & Adoption Network
under Find Rescue.
Click on the
to favorite NBRAN.

♥️

NBRAN gets a portion donated on all purchases
& a bonus donation for each new customer that signs up!

SHOP WITH AMAZON SMILE
Amazon Smile donates a part of your purchase price to
NBRAN. You will get the same great deals and can easily
support us at the same time!
Go to smile.amazon.com and search for National Brittany
Rescue and Adoption Network or click the logo to be
taken directly to our Amazon Smile our Smile account. We
raised over $1300 last quarter!
Remember to shop at www.smile.amazon.com
to make sure NBRAN gets the donation.

VOLUNTEER WITH NBRAN
We are always looking for new volunteers to help support NBRAN's mission. You can
be a foster caregiver, a driver for the canine railroad, make a monthly donation or
sponsor a dog!
You can learn more by going to www.nbran.org/get-involved.
Sign up to be a volunteer at www.nbran.org/get-involved/volunteer-application
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Shop the NBRAN Store
Check out the NBRAN store for new merchandise
and fan favorites!
We re-stocked the Brittany decals and have shirts,
home accessories, and jewelry for Brittany lovers.
Be sure to visit the NBRAN store to check out and
buy the new items.

Donate Now
Brittanys need your help! NBRAN is comprised solely of volunteers. We need
your generous support to take care of our beloved Brittanys.
Your donations go towards their care, food, routine veterinary care, or specialized
medical treatments. NBRAN is a 501(3)(c) and all donations are tax deductible.

Please donate today by going to www.nbran.org/donate or mail your
donation to: NBRAN, PO Box 5046, Greensburg, PA 15601-5058
Name_________________________________ Phone__________________
Address_______________________________________________________
City_____________________________________________ State________
Email________________________________________________________
In honor/Memory of_____________________________________________
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Fundraising Update

BY CHRIS EDDINGER

Summer is beginning to wind down and soon the smell of fall will be in the air. We were overwhelmed
by your generous support during the June $5 Friday to help support heartworm positive dogs in the
care of NBRAN. The June $5 Friday raised just under $4,000 to help offset the cost of heartworm
treatments for Holt, Sammy Lou, Rocky Roo and others. Heartworm treatment is an ongoing issue
NBRAN faces, often having several dogs undergoing treatment. Email us at info@NBRAN.org to learn
how you can support our heartworm positive dogs.
July was very busy for the NBRAN store! Our new book “A Dog’s Journey Home” is flying off the
shelves. This summer we added new items to the store including the first ever NBRAN Volunteer tshirts and a new apparel line from PG Promotions Inc., a Georgia company, so supporters and friends
can have more options to show off their NBRAN style. It’s never too early to start your Christmas
shopping and our NBRAN store is always a great place to start!
Speaking of shopping, don’t forget there are also many options to support NBRAN every time you
shop online beyond our online store too. If you shop Amazon, you can use AmazonSmiles and select
NBRAN as your charity of choice and we will receive a donation every time you shop. Also, if you shop
other online stores like Wal-Mart you can use the IGive Button which will also donate a percentage of
your shopping total to NBRAN too. Remember every little bit helps NBRAN dogs in need!
Heading into August NBRAN was once again asked to Help a dog in Need. Georgia coordinator Kathy
Miller was alerted to a sweet 5 month puppy named Finn in urgent need of our help. Sweet Finn had
been hit by a car and needed medical care for his broken leg. Upon hearing of Finn’s urgent need vie
our social media posting our supporters once again stepped up by donating 1,625.00 to help little Finn
start his recovery and begin his healing process. Thank You!
At the end of August, we held our annual Dog Days of Summer Basket Raffle & Fundraiser on Aug. 2627th using a Giving Grid. This event brings together the entire NBRAN network in a fun way to support
our NBRAN dogs in need.(the intro was left out) Our raffle this year consisted of 41 “baskets”, which
included 2 “grand prize items”, a customizable corn hole set, donated by an NBRAN adopter Jeff Welch
out of Michigan and a Pellet Wood Grill donated by Ray Carnes owner of the Recteq Company. Thank
you Jeff & Ray for helping to support our Raffle and helping to further support NBRAN Brits like
Annie in South Carolina along with Stella & Becca in Canada and the many more just like them.
The raffle grid kicked off bright and early on Friday morning, where supporters and friends
quickly filled up the squares with loving pictures of their own Brittanys as they donated.
Within 48 hours, the Giving Grid was filled with love and generosity. We raised $17,270 of the
much needed funds to help NBRAN Britts in need. This year’s event was our best yet! We are
truly thankful and grateful to the 314 supporters who make this possible.
We encourage everyone to stay tuned to our Facebook & Instagram, as we prepare more fun &
exciting events for the holiday and winter season! Watch out for new Christmas Cards and our
annual Letter to Santa Paws. Mark you calendars now for the annual Share the Love Auction set for
February 2023!
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Follow us on social media
for the latest information!
@_NBRAN

@National Brittany
Rescue & Adoption
Network (NBRAN)

NBRAN Leadership

Questions?

NBRAN OFFICERS

Email info@nbran.org with
your general questions.

President: Sue Spaid
Vice President: Susan Guthrie
Treasure: William Canney
Secretary: Dave Voeltz

NBRAN BOARD MEMBERS
Chris Eddinger
Lora Smith
Jessica Stevenson
Sandra Toal

Denise Turgeon
Melinde Waddle
Nancy Walker

SOCIAL MEDIA TEAM
Carol Chimera
Kim Perez

NEWSLETTER TEAM
Rebecca Gehring
David Voeltz
Kelly Killian
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RESCUE GROUPS, TRAINING
OR PROBLEMS
Email Sue at brittsrgr8@gmail.com

TRANSPORTATION COORDINATORS
Nancy Walker, nwalker@capecod.net
Helen Tostevin, htostevin@yahoo.ca
Susan Maerz, spmaerz@aol.com

ONLINE STORE
Email Sofia Evangelista at
sofevangelista@gmail.com

OMBUDSMAN
Contact Dave Voeltz confidentially at
dvoeltz@pie.midco.net if you have
worries or concerns of any nature.
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