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The Brittany Advocate

President's Corner By Sue Spaid

The Ridglan Farms (WI) case has been in the news for a
couple months. It’s actually been in the news for a couple
years, but the recent advocacy and animal rights activism
has made it a top news story.

If you are an animal lover, you have to feel for those poor
beagles. They were bred for medical or other research. In
2026, there is no good reason to do animal testing on ANY
animal (dog, bunny, guinea pig).

While the tactics of the folks who stormed the grounds of
Ridglan Farms to take the beagles may be suspect and illegal,
I get it. I understand why they did what they did.

NBRAN has had our own cruelty cases. Most are not to the
scale of Ridglan Farms, but they are difficult and
heartbreaking. NBRAN had several big rescues since I've
been part of NBRAN. First there was the Pennsylvania 13,
then the Magnolia Rescue in 2018. Chris Eddinger had a
couple multi-dog rescues in Pennsylvania. Most recently
we’ve had the Louisiana 18. Jessica Stevenson recently had 14
surrendered due to the owners health. New England Brittany
Rescue (NEBR) stepped up and took about half those dogs,
which was very helpful.

Continued on page 2.
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President's Corner (continued)

When a dog is a victim of severe neglect or cruelty, they cannot take the stand.
They cannot call 911. They cannot explain to a judge or a jury the terror and pain
they endured. Because animals are legally classified as property in many
jurisdictions, their abusers often face minimal consequences—sometimes just a
small fine—unless the community demands more.

Advocacy is the legal and social framework that converts our collective heartbreak
into tangible protection. It is the crucial bridge between a temporary rescue and
permanent safety.

When NBRAN supporters have the opportunity to be advocates in a cruelty case,
we should take it! NBRAN has reach out to the District Attorney and Judge in the
Michot case (LA 18) but we can’t get them to call us back.

If you ever get the chance to stand up for an animal, please do! We are their voice.

We appreciate you and your voice to help stand up for these dogs!

-—

New Team Brittany T-shirts are Here!

Thanks to our partnership with Brittany Schlake at
Birdie, we are super excited to offer our NBRAN
Followers & Friends these amazing NEW Team Brittany
T-shirts designed exclusively for NBRAN!

Not only will you look fabulous in your new T-shirt but
NBRAN receives a donation for each T-shirt sold. Just
make sure to use Code NBRAN at checkout. So if you're
ready to shop just use the link below, thank you!

https://yesbirdie.com/collections/nbran
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Deb Strayer - Transport Driver

My first experience with Rescue was in
2003 when we adopted our first rescued
Brittany, Morgan. We already had our
first Britt, Yaz, who we had found
through a newspaper ad. We knew that
it was going to be all Brittanys for us
from then on!

We currently have 4 Britts and have had
a total of 17 (a maximum of 7 at one
time) Brittanys through the years. After
that I kept an eye on the Rescue website
and found another Britt I was interested
in and we adopted Stan in 2004.

At that point I became friends with the Ohio Coordinator, Gaye Bricker, and
Stan’s foster mom, Erica Behnke. They encouraged me to become a volunteer
for the group that eventually became NBRAN.

There are many ways to volunteer with a dog rescue. I help with fundraising
and at events. We tried fostering and failed (adopted them) twice. Also there is
transporting. I started transporting dogs in need in 2007.

At first I only transported for NBRAN, but it didn’t take long for me to realize
that there were a whole bunch of other rescues who needed drivers. So
whenever NBRAN didn’t need me, I'd volunteer for other transports. Transport
then became my passion!

I now drive every weekend that we are in town, mostly Saturdays and some
Sundays. Since I retired in 2018, I am able to drive on weekdays. Because I
loved transporting dogs, I upgraded my vehicle to have the back seat fold down
flat for the crates and that it have a CD player. I actually prefer not to have
human passengers with me as I love to sing along to my gospel CD’s as I drive!
The dogs seem to like it too!

I drive for multiple rescues (too many to list here) and love every minute of it!
I'm especially happy when I can drive for more than one the same day. The
number of rescue miles I have driven has grown, from about 3,000 my first
year to a high of 21,218 in 2025. The overall total miles driven to help dogs is
for 222,983 miles. I didn’t start keeping track of the number of dogs I
transported until 2022, when it was 142 dogs. I drove 191 dogs in 2025. I also
help transport a few cats, some birds, some rabbits, one pot bellied pig, and one
raccoon!

(Continued on next page)
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Deb Strayer - Transport Driver (continued)

I have a collection of all different sized crates and have had up to 8 or 9 dogs in the
car at once. I absolutely love meeting all of the different breeds, from the tiniest
Chihuahua to the biggest Great Dane or Mastiff, to the sweetest mixed breed. It is
absolutely amazing to me how almost all of them are loving and sweet even after
some coming from the worst of circumstances. It does my heart good to be able to
help all of these sweet souls make it to a brand new life of being loved as they
deserve.

There have been many dogs that I have transported that I fell in love with, but
taking dogs off transport is frowned upon. There was one situation that turned out
like I never would have expected! It was in the winter, February of 2018, I had
picked up two Brittany puppies intending to turn them over to the next driver as
usual. But the weather was getting increasingly snowy and dangerous, so the
transport coordinator asked me to keep them overnight and then continue the next
day. The next day the weather hadn’t improved, so we kept them another night.
The next morning when I was supposed to meet the next driver to turn them over,
my husband shocked me by saying, “What would you think about keeping the little
girl?” I told him that “I thought they were both spoken for as puppies are usually
snapped up quickly, but I would check.” When I asked about it they told me that
the boy had an adopter waiting, but that the girl’s adoption had fallen through! We
got permission to keep and adopt her! She is our own sweet Nellie and she is going
to turn 9 years old later this year.

Thank you for the opportunity to tell my transport story. Driving for NBRAN
always has top priority and I'm always happy when I get the opportunity to give a
Britt, or two, or three a ride!
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Rosie, Our Super Senior Sweetheart
By Mindy Hill, Virginia

Meet Rosie, our super senior sweetheart with a
heart full of love and resilience. At 12 years old,
this brave girl joined our family in December
after being surrendered to NBRAN with severe
glaucoma in both eyes. The painful pressure
had already taken her vision, and the kindest
choice was to remove both eyes so she could
finally live comfortably and pain-free.

Once Rosie healed, it was like the sun came out.
Her personality has absolutely blossomed. She
greets us at the door with pure joy, loves every
cuddle she can get, and has quickly learned her
way around the house and vyard with
impressive confidence.

Watching her explore our open property during supervised off-leash adventures is
nothing short of inspiring. Nose up, tail wagging, she takes on the world one sniff at a
time. Rosie’s hearing is starting to fade a little with age, but a quick clap is all it takes for
her to make her way back to you happily. She also gets along wonderfully with other
dogs when properly introduced and has been gentle and sweet around small children.

Rosie may be missing her sight, but she certainly has not lost her sparkle. She is proof
that senior dogs still have so much love, joy, and life left to give.

—
Miller IT - The Second Year Update

By Mike McChesney

Miller 2 has been with us now for two
years. He is doing very well. He is no
longer a shy or nervous guy and is my
best friend. He relishes golf cart rides
and running along the trails. His favorite
spot is on the couch in the sun room or
his bed on the deck down south. When
he sees us put on our bike helmets he
realizes what’s next. I'll be getting the
bikes out of the garage and he will be
sitting there right behind Carolyn’s
bike waiting for me to lift him in.

At the end of each ride Carolyn gives him a piece of cheese. It makes his day!
Miller 2 has been a great addition to our family. Thank you NBRAN for all you
do for the Britts and allowing us to adopt a wonderful companion.
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Five Dollar Friday Dakota
By Dave Voeltz

You may recognizer Dakota from a $5 Friday
fundraiser a few months back. She came from
a farm yard breeder and was discarded after
she was unable to produce more puppies. She
had many mammary tumors and an anal
gland fissure that required two complex
surgeries.

Thanks to our NBRAN family, over $5,000
was raised to cover the cost of that care. We
are happy to report that she is now physically
healthy.

However her mental recovery has been much
slower. She came to NBRAN, she distrusted
everyone and wanted to be left alone. She
would run away when approached or stare
downward and shake when we talked to her.
She was very shy.

It took weeks but she would finally let us pet
her. We could talk to her and she didn’t
shake. I could see her looking at us out of the
corner of her eyes. Gradually she started
accepting affection.

Now, she jumps on our bed to take naps. She
gets excited to go on car rides. She even likes
to go camping and sitting outdoors.

Big progress was made when she put her front
paws on my lap for an ear scratch. Even bigger
progress happened two weeks later, when she

crawled onto my lap for some loving and a
back rub.

She still has a ways to go, but we hope she will
be ready for adoption by this fall. Accepting
unconditional love takes Dakota time, but that
ice cold heart is finally starting to melt.
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An Update on Buddy

By Erica Anderson

I figured I'd give you an update on Buddy.
He is fitting in great. It took a couple days for
him to come out of his shell, but he's been
living his best life.

We spent a couple days on the family farm
where he was able to play with other dogs,
see cows, and in typical dog fashion - roll
around in dead things.

We take a mile walk around the
neighborhood every morning and night
which is really helping him adjust to loud
noises. Days later and I'm still surprised how
well he walks on a leash.

He is becoming more playful and energetic
each day but still has an off-switch when it's
time to settle down for bed. We are working
on fetch as he loves to chase toys, but gets a
little distracted bringing it back.

Our other dog Duke is his best friend and
loves to go anywhere he goes. We really
couldn't have asked for a better fit.

‘.

Fosters Needed!

Fill out your foster application at http://www.nbran.org/get-
involved/fostervolunteer-application or email info@nbran.org with
your questions.
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Photo Gallery
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The Rainbow Bridge

Bernie - the dog behind the newsletter
Loved by Rebecca G. & Jonathan B.

Even though Bernie didn’t start out as an NBRAN
dog, he became part of the pack in 2021. In every
newsletter since February 2021, a photo of Bernie
was included, usually, the last page.

Bernie was adopted by Rebecca & Jonathan in
2013 and lived his best & fullest life until March
21, 2026. He lived to be about 15 years old. He
brought a smile to everyone’s face, was kind and
gentle with our nieces and nephew, and made
every house we lived in, feel like home.

Don’t get me wrong, he had his wild side too -
learning how to open up hotel doors, chasing
after ducks, & counter surfing to get his treats off
the top of the refrigerator, but that is because he
was so smart.

Because of Bernie, we made friends when we
moved multiple times in his life. He loved to roll
in the grass, go hiking & camping, stalking
bunnies, swimming, playing at the dog park, and
being with his peoples. He had so many
adventures with us. As he became an old man, he
loved to wear his sweater, snuggle under
blankets, and smell the beach air.

We are incredibly thankful to the people that
found him living on the streets and my mom for
finding him at a local rescue for us. We were
honored to have cared for him for 18 years while
he brought us so much joy, laughter, & love.
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The Rainbow Bridge

Miles

Loved by Gloria Y
02-08-13 to 07-18-25

Sadly, Miles crossed over the Rainbow Bridge. A
gentle, calm, good, good Brittany boy from the
moment Miles arrived at 5 years old.

He was so much more than I could have anticipated.
He made me feel like I had raised him from a puppy,
he was home. When people visited, he gave attention
to whomever needed doggie love the most. While
looking at me as if to ask, is this, ok?

Miles will be missed by everyone who knows him.

A Poem by Miles” aunt, Fern Goodman

My heart breaks for you...
I know how much he meant to you.
For the Loss of Your Good Boy
He wasn't just a dog, it’s true,

A loyal heart who bonded with you.
Now he's at peace, his journey done,
But love like his outshines the sun.
In your heart he will remain,

A gentle soul who eased your pain.
May memories wrap you soft and tight

His spirit walks with you each night.
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The Doggy Kitchen

Frosty Watermelon Dog Treats

Ingredients

e 2 cups, seedless watermelon, pureed
e 1 tablespoon honey
e 1 cup coconut milk or coconut water

Steps
1.Blend fresh watermelon with honey and coconut milk.
2.Fresh in ice cube trays until hard.

3.Keep in freezer or put them in a ziplock bag for hot days
this summer.

Check out more dog friendly recipes in the NBRAN
Cookbook - Recipes for Your Best Friend.

Your dog deserves homemade treats!
Buy NBRAN's Cookbook Today

Recipes For Your Best Friend - "What Do You Mean
We’re Out Of Treats?" cookbook is a compilation of
recipes that have stood the test of time and are beloved
by pet owners around the world. We endeavored to make
sure all the ingredients are safe for dogs.

Buy your hard copy or digital copy at
http://nbran.org/shop/nbran-cookbook!
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Ad O pti O n S We found homes for 42 dogs last quarter!

Asa GA Autmun GA Axel GA Poppy GA Hercules IN
Ash/Oaks KS Birdy/Murphy KS  Gino/Ziggy KS River KS Titan/Otis KS
Chance KY Rigby MD Regan ME Dee MI Lucy Lu M

Rowdy Ml Aurora NJ Daisy OH Bailey/Shayley OK' Jojo Joey OK
Pepper OK TX Lily ON Elle L PA Griffin PA Minnie PA
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Adoptions

Nala PA Jax SC
Sophie TN Archie TX KS
Smokey TX Apollo UT
Penny WA Maple WI

Buddy SD Ginger Snap TN Gus TN
Forest/Finn TX Kirby TX Phoebe TX
Charlie UT Jilly UT Millie UT

2026 Intakes & Adoption

Intakes

Adoptions
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Get Involved!

READ A DOG'S JOURNEY HOME:
25 STORIES OF RESCUE AND
FOSTERING

Buy a hardcopy or download NBRANs 4 Dog's Journey
Home: 25 Stories of Rescue and Fostering from the NBRAN

Store or Amazon for Kindle to read stories from
NBRAN fosters and adopters.

CHEWY GIVES BACK PROGRAM

Support NBRAN while you shop at Chewy.com!
e Click here to sign up directly!
« Sign into your Chewy.com account or create a new
account.
e Search for National Brittany Rescue & Adoption Network
under Find Rescue.
e Click on the @ to favorite NBRAN.

NBRAN gets a portion donated on all purchases
& a bonus donation for each new customer that signs up!

COMPANY MATCHES

If your company matches annual donations, please reach out
to Sue Spaid at brittsrgr8@gmail.com to help set this up!

DONATE THROUGH IGIVE

You can read more about these options on our website under
Resources/Company Partnerships. It is so easy and it will
help us raise money when you shop using these programs.

VOLUNTEER WITH NBRAN

We are always looking for new volunteers to help support NBRAN's mission. You can
be a foster caregiver, a driver for the canine railroad, make a monthly donation or
sponsor a dog!

« You can learn more by going to www.nbran.org/get-involved.

« Sign up to be a volunteer at www.nbran.org/get-involved/volunteer-application
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Donate Now

Brittanys need your help! NBRAN is comprised solely of volunteers. We need
your generous support to take care of our beloved Brittanys.

Your donations go towards their care, food, routine veterinary care, or specialized
medical treatments. NBRAN is a 501(3)(c) and all donations are tax deductible.

Please donate today by going to www.nbran.org/donate or mail your
donation to: NBRAN, PO Box 5046, Greensburg, PA 15601-5058
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Fundraising Update - Summer 2026 By Chris Eddinger

As the drizzle of Spring showers turns to warm glorious Summer sunshine the NBRAN
fundraising team would like to once again express our deep appreciation for everyone’s
continued generosity and support. Since the start of 2026, your support has been invaluable
in allowing NBRAN to rescue 86+ Britts in need. Thank you!

As NBRAN'’s intake numbers continue to grow, this also means the fundraising team has been
busy. In March, we partnered once again with Sarris Candies, Canonsburg, PA, to help our
supporters satisfy their sweet tooth and help our britts currently in foster care. We launched
this sweet event on March 1* and when it closed on March 22nd we had raised $300 thanks to
youl!

Our annual NBRAN Flower Power store open once again in March to aid our supporters and
friends in getting ready for Spring too. When our Flower Power store closed on May 15",
thanks again to your ongoing support we had raised just over $170. If you missed your chance
to visit our Spring Flower Power store, don’t worry, it will be open once again in September
to help you get ready for Fall.

In April, through our ongoing partnership with Brittany Schlake at Birdie.com, we launched
an amazing new Team Brittany T-shirts designed exclusively for NBRAN. Now, all of our
NBRAN supporters and friends can look fabulous this summer and continue to support Britts
in need. NBRAN will receive a donation for every shirt sold.

Also in April, we partnered with Erin Furman, from 3 Scoops of Vanilla, to hold an amazing
three day jewelry event. During this event, Erin presented several of her beautifully
handcrafted pieces for sale with $10 from each piece sold being donated to NBRAN. At the
end of this event, 15 pieces were sold raising $150. Additionally, because we held a fundraiser
in April with Erin and Three Scoops of Vanilla, NBRAN was also included in their Mid-week
auction held the 1*' of every month. During this event, Erin once again donated one of her
handcrafted jewelry piece to be auctioned off. Thanks to Erin and Three Scoops of Vanilla
this event raised an additional 75.00 to help support NBRAN.

We finished off April and headed into May by adding a new item to the NBRAN Store,
Brittany Birthday cards! So, we recommend if you haven’t checked out the NBRAN store
lately you visit soon, as all purchases made in our online store go directly to help NBRAN
dogs in need! Thank you. (Continued on next page)
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Fundraising Update - Summer 2026 (cont.)

May is the time to celebrate Mom. So, once again we honored Dog Moms by holding our
annual Mother’s Day photo contest on social media. Thank you to everyone who posted
pictures of their favorite Dog Moms. Congratulation to our randomly selected winner, Julie
Agosti and her Britt, Strummer; Jenesia Buschman and Britts, Hazel and Stella; and Michelle
Van Dinter and her Britt, Ellie. We hope you and your fur kids enjoyed your prize pack.

We closed out May by holding a $5 Friday to help with the medical needs for Tank, a 10 year
old NBRAN foster. Tank was surrendered to NBRAN after living his entire life outside in a barn
because he could not get along with the other senior dog in the home. Once with NBRAN, we
found out Tank had a large mass on his left thyroid gland and his left lymph node was mildly
enlarged too. Surgery was indicated in order to help Tank live a full life.

Tank's surgery went well and the pathology came back as Follicular Thyroid Carcinoma, which
is the most common endocrine malignancy in dogs, typically affecting middle-aged to older
pets. Tank’s tumor was excised showing no vascular invasion and clean margins indicate a good
prognosis and he is on the mend. NBRAN is always willing and committed to doing all we can
to help Britts like Tank, which wouldn’t be possible without your help. Thanks to your amazing
and generous support. NRBAN raised over $3,500 to help offset his medical care. Thank you!

Now as the team heads into full summertime mode, we ask that you keep an eye on your email
and NBRAN’s Social media pages for upcoming events and mark your calendars now for our
annual Dog Days of Summer Basket Raffle to be held September 11 & 12" 2026. If you have a
fundraising idea to share, items to donate or services to offer? Please contact fundraising
chairwomen Chris Eddinger at ceddinger@verizon.net, Thank you!
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Follow us on social media
for the latest information!

@_NBRAN
@NBRANCR

@National Brittany
Rescue & Adoption

Network (NBRAN)

NBRAN Leadership

NBRAN OFFICERS
President: Sue Spaid

Vice President: Susan Guthrie
Treasurer: William Canney
Secretary: Dave Voeltz

NBRAN BOARD MEMBERS
Chris Eddinger  Deb Tuthill
Lora Smith Nancy Walker
Sandra Toal Kim Perez
Melinde Waddle

SOCIAL MEDIA TEAM
Carol Chimera
Kim Perez

NEWSLETTER TEAM

Rebecca Gehring
David Voeltz
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Questions?

Email info@nbran.org with
your general questions.

RESCUE GROUPS, TRAINING
OR PROBLEMS

Email Sue at brittsrgr8@gmail.com

TRANSPORTATION COORDINATORS

Nancy Walker, nwalker@capecod.net
Susan Maerz, peepsmomll@gmail.com

ONLINE STORE
Email Sofia Evangelista at
sofevangelista@gmail.com

OMBUDSMAN

Contact Dave Voeltz confidentially at
dvoeltz@pie.midco.net if you have
worries or concerns of any nature.
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	Adoptions
	Nala PA
	Jax SC
	Buddy SD
	Ginger Snap TN
	Gus TN
	Sophie TN
	Archie TX KS
	Kirby TX
	Phoebe TX
	Smokey TX
	Charlie UT
	Jilly UT
	Millie UT
	Penny WA
	2026 Intakes & Adoption
	Page 13
	The Brittany Advocate |  www.nbran.org


	Get Involved!
	READ A DOG'S JOURNEY HOME:  25 STORIES OF RESCUE AND FOSTERING
	CHEWY GIVES BACK PROGRAM
	DONATE THROUGH IGIVE
	COMPANY MATCHES
	VOLUNTEER WITH NBRAN
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	Shop the NBRAN Store
	Check out the NBRAN store for new merchandise and fan favorites!


	Donate Now
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	Fundraising Update - Summer 2026
	By Chris Eddinger
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	Fundraising Update - Summer 2026  (cont.)
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	Follow us on social media  for the latest information!
	@_NBRAN @NBRANCR
	@National Brittany Rescue & Adoption Network (NBRAN)


	NBRAN Leadership
	NBRAN OFFICERS
	Email info@nbran.org with your general questions.
	RESCUE GROUPS, TRAINING  OR PROBLEMS  Email Sue at brittsrgr8@gmail.com
	TRANSPORTATION COORDINATORS Nancy Walker, nwalker@capecod.net Susan Maerz, peepsmom11@gmail.com

	NBRAN BOARD MEMBERS
	SOCIAL MEDIA TEAM
	NEWSLETTER TEAM

	Questions?
	OMBUDSMAN
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