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NBRAN does great work.  We recently took 2 dogs with neurological issues 
into our care.  Buddy and Willow are the names of the dogs we rescued.  
Buddy was not too bad, and just seemed to be a little clumsy sometimes.  
Willowõs disability was much more pronounced.  Willow has Cerebral 
Hypoplasia which is a neurological condition in which the cerebellum is 
smaller than usual or not completely developed. An animal with CH may 
be called spastic or described as a "bobble-head". They also fail to maintain 
normal balance and coordination.  The doctors tell us physical therapy and 
just working with her will help.  The veterinarian believes this was caused 
because the mom had shots while she was pregnant.  

 
Even with her challenges, Willow is a very happy and friendly puppy who has no 
idea she is "special needs". She loves to wrestle and play with her toys. Willow is also 
able to climb up on a couch to lounge like any normal Brittany!  NBRAN will find 
her the perfect home, but it will take us some time. Georgene Norris from Michigan 
was kind enough to foster both of these pups.  Buddy actually was adopted the 
weekend of May 18.  He came to us from Canada and then was adopted back into 
Canada.  Georgene laughed and said since he came from Canada and went back 
to Canada no one would laugh at his accent anymore.   
 
NBRAN  also took in two 12 year old dogs who had been outside dogs all their 
lives.  It took one day before they decided they really liked living in the 
house!  They have become real couch potatoes!  Their foster, Lisa Farrell Burley-
Blystone and her husband Jeff selflessly stepped up 
and agreed to take these two, not knowing how 
they would adapt to living in the house.  They 

came with names that didnõt fit them, so Lisa polled a bunch of her Facebook friends 
and everyone decided Bonnie and Clyde fit them better.  The pups are doing great.  
They are indeed bonded having been together since they were pups, so the right 

adopter will have to be willing to say 
yes to two 12 year old dogs.   
 
These unique surrenders underscore the 
dedication and diligence of NBRAN.  
Thank you to all the fosters that step 
up and say yes.  We never know what 
baggage a foster dog will bring, so itõs invaluable to our mission that 
people are willing to say òyesó to fostering.  Thank you to everyone 
who helps us by fostering, transporting and donating.   We could not 
do what we do without our wonderful volunteers.   

Presidentõs Corner by Sue Spaid 
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Molly to the Rescue 

 I have always loved dogs my whole life. All but for a 10 year period of my adult life I have had 
dogs, early years were mostly mutts After the 10 year hiatus, I rescued a cocker spaniel and 
then started a family two at a time. After 15 years of that I met Pat Amore who shared the 
Brittany story with me and allowed me to get to know her family of Brittanys. Not long afterward 
I visited my cousin in Missouri. While there, I found a young Brittany female being abused for 
being a Brittany pup. I told them I was returning home tomorrow and if they didn't want their 
dog, I would be glad to give it a home. We had the privilege of loving her for close to 5 
years before a freak fertilizer accident caused us to lose her.  
 
Drowning in sorrow, I called Pat who I knew worked with Brittany rescues. Asked if my she 
could please find me a young female to replace Jane as she was my wife's dog and she was 
heartbroken. Two days later she called and said I think I found your dog. Her name is Molly and 
she is being fostered in southern Ohio. On that day, my wife was visiting southern Ohio 
relatives so we made plans for the two to meet. Days later we were approved by NBRAN to 
adopt and Molly found her forever home. 
 
It wasn't until we had our first Brittany did we realize just how smart, how loyal and just how 
much they want to please their owner and have that love returned to them. About a year after 
having Molly, I had a stoke one Thursday morning. I didn't know what was wrong. I just didn't 
feel good. While my two cockers laid on the floor sleeping, Molly jumped up on my lap, 
sniffed my face, and stayed with there with me until my wife got home. 
 
Due to the stroke, I am now disabled. I am with the dogs a lot. Molly sleeps upstairs with my 
wife. I sleep sitting up in my man cave with the cockers. Molly visits often. Funny, she never 
tries to take over as leader of the pack. I'm sure she could now as an adult. My cockers are 
getting old and I wanted to take them back to the beach one more time here in OBX 
for spring break. Naturally Molly got to go too. Our Brittany on the beach thinks she owns it and 
has the job of protecting the beach from any and all intruders. Birds, sand crabs, and other 
dogs. The children on the beach just love her.  
 
As our family of cockers pass on we have found our new breed of family.  
 
David Burwell  
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NBRAN Rescue Alumni Highlights 

Just wanted to let you know that Jade (formerly Grace, found stray in UT and 
fostered in AZ) adopted in 2011 just earned her American Kennel Club title of 
Companion Dog Excellent (CDX).  Only 854 dogs of various breeds achieved this title 
last in 2018 out of over 118,000 competing in AKC Obedience ( www.akc.org/sports/
obedience/what-is-obedience/).  Only 7 Brittanys earned the CDX title in 2017. 
(http://images.akc.org/pdf/events/2017_AnnualStatistics.pdf)   

Also, Remy (formerly Dakota, owner turn-in in Tacoma, WA) adopted in 2013 is very 
close to earning his Masters titles (needs 10 Qs in both Standard and in Jumpers; has 
6 in Standard and 8 in Jumpers) in AKC Agility.  In 2017, only 9 Brittanys earned an 
MX (Masters Standard title) and only 13 earned an MXJ (Masters Jumpers title). 

Jade was a wild heathen when she arrived and Remy lacked any confidence, barking 
and lunging at strangers and dogs. With time, patience and training, both have 
proven to be very capable in the ring and excellent companion dogs outside of it.   

Thank you both for trusting me with these NBRAN dogs.  I think they've done you 
proud. 

Gabrielle de Benedictis 
Mayhem's Jade Be Nimble CDX AX AXJ CGC 
Remy Red Cloud AX AXJ CGC 
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Woodshed Dog 

I never cease to be amazed at the power of social media when it comes to bringing 
people together to save the life of a Brittanyé.and thatôs exactly what happened 
near Ayton, Ontario (Canada) this past March.  An older woman in the area posted 
on a local lost and found Facebook page about a very skinny dog that had been 
hanging around her wood shed for the past week. From the photos it was obvious it 
was a young Brittany.  Numerous people tagged me to make me aware and I 
contacted the woman.  She explained to me that the dog was very skittish but was 
sticking around because she had been putting food out for it.  She said the dog had 
been there for over a week and still had a piece of rope attached to its collar, but 
they were unable to catch it because it was so fearful.  She also mentioned that 
another woman had contacted her who had Brittanys and offered to come catch her 
which was great news.   

 

Later that day, that woman and her husband, arrived with their 2 Brits and some 
yummy food and spent about 30 minutes with the dog until they were able to grab 
her rope and get her into their car.  They took her to their vet to scan for a microchip 
or tattoo but there was nothing. The vet said she was in good health, just thin (22 
lbs) and was about 10 months old.  The dog had been caught, was safe and in good 
hands so I was relieved! 
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Later that evening, I saw another post on the Brittany Spaniel Club of Ontario 
Facebook page with an update on a found dog and low and behold it was the same 
dog.  I then contacted the woman who had caught her (we were affectionately calling 
the dog ñWoodshed Dogò at this point) and offered NBRANôs assistance should her 
owners not be located.  Many attempts were made to find her owners including 
contacting all local shelters, posting notices at vet offices and pet stores and even 
putting ads in free buy and sell online tabloids, but after more than a week, no one 
came forward, so this good Samaritan agreed to surrender ñWoodshed Dogò to 
NBRAN. 

 

It was very apparent that ñWoodshed Dogò had never lived inside and had spent her 
short life tied up outside.  She understood no commands and was very nervous, but 
under the loving care of a fantastic NBRAN foster, Woodshed Dog was vetted and 
spayed and she quickly learned to enjoy life in the house, sleeping in a bed, and 
snoozing on the couch.  And the best news of all is that she found her forever home 
with a huge fenced yard, humans that are home most of the time, and Springer sister 
her own age to play with.  Her name is now Dollyéand that is exactly what she iséa 
true dolly.  And she is a lucky Dollyé.  She is warm.  She is lovedé.and she will 
never have to live outside on the end of a rope again. 
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Musing of Marlie 

(Marlieôs adopter shared an update with Colorado Coordinator Lora Smith) 

 It has been awhile since I sent you some Marlie news. Marlie continues to be awesome indoors, and 

when she's outside "free ranging". After a wet winter that often kept us from lengthy outdoor adventures, 

we've been able to return to the prairie at Scatter Creek. We've been running there twice a week. Marlie 

put on some weight over winter, so we're monitoring her eating and increasing her activity level. She 

seemed quite fit at 35 lbs. She weighs about 40 lbs. now. She looks good and is moving well in the field, 

but given that she has the heart murmur, I'd like to see her lose 4-5 lbs. 

The prairie has been beautiful this spring. Right now there's quite a few wild flowers in bloom. Blue 

camas accounts for most of the color at this time (See pic).   

Today was a perfect day to be at Scatter Creek. Temperature was in the mid 70s with a bit of a breeze. 

The sky was cloudless. Marlie and I had a good run, and as we were returning to the parking lot a 

couple fellows who were training a pointing lab flushed a planted chukar. The bird flew in front of us and 

landed about 100 yards away. Marlie never saw it. The dog trainers didn't pursue the chukar, so I let 

Marlie off the leash and headed her toward the brush patch where the bird had landed. The moment 

Marlie was downwind from the chukar, she was on it. One of the fellows who had been training his dog 

came over to watch Marlie handle the bird. Marlie went on a rock solid classic point. I steadied Marlie 

while the other fellow tried to find the chukar. He couldn't locate the bird, but remarked how beautiful 

Marlie was on point. When he still couldn't find the bird, he asked if I thought she might be on an 

unproductive point. I told him I was sure she had the bird, so he looked some more and found it in tight 

cover about eighteen inches from Marlie's nose. He reached into the cover and picked the chukar up 

unharmed; Marlie still hadn't moved a muscle. Our little brittany made quite an impression on Mr. 

Pointing Lab Guy. He was thrilled to have recovered his $12 "training aid" and thanked us a couple times 

on the way back to the parking lot. 

Marlie finished the hunting season with 13 pheasants found. I 

sent Susan Guthrie a picture from a day when my son was able 

to join us on a Scatter Creek outing. It was the first time my son 

had seen a brittany hunting birds. Marlie had a good day with 

three pheasants found; she worked a running bird, one that held 

for her and one that would hold and then move. I don't know if 

Susan shared this photo with you, so I'll send it today. 

Darlene and I are 

so happy with our 

senior rescue 

brittany. There isn't 

a day during which 

we don't look at 

each other and 

remark, "Marlie is 

such a good dog!" 

We could not love 

her more. 

I hope things are going well with you and 

your rescues. 

Jon Miller 
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 The Charlie Update 
  
I just wanted to send a quick note to let you know that Charlie is doing great. He is well reformed and 
since his neuter last August had become much more relaxed. We did basic obedience over the winter and 
we can tell it has really helped him understand that listening to us might not be so bad. And he sure does 
try to listen! He enjoys playing in our back yard. If he happens to escape out the gate he comes right back 
if we whistle for him. But overall his door dashing is much improved.  
  
Thank you for this rambunctious and affectionate guy. 

Carrie and Steven 
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Photo Gallery  
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Here's a photo of Ole 
(formerly Oliver), a  
gorgeous French Brittany 
we adopted 3 years 
ago.  Ole loves anything 
outdoors, including  
boating and fishing, and 
likes to hang out on top of 
the live well on our boat 
where he can scan the 
shoreline for bunnies and 
chukars.  Thanks to Lora 
Smith and Susan Guthrie 
for coordinating 
our adoption of 
this special pup. 

Linda & Lars Larson  
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