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by Sue Spaid

Rescue is a tough business. There are days that the bad news overwhelms
the good. But at the end of the day, helping a pup overcome a bad
situation, or the loss of a home, is very rewarding work. People often say,
“I wish I could help.” Well, there are lots of ways people can help, and most
are not aware of the things they can do.
First, we ALWAYS need foster homes. Fostering is tough, but extremely
rewarding. Helping that scared pup to come into their personality and
then head off to a new loving home makes the heart swell. I have fostered
in the past, and once my 14 year old crabby Springer girl goes to the bridge, I will foster again. Puppy fostering is
EASY- you don’t have them long. Some folks step up to Hospice foster which means they keep an old pup until they
cross the Rainbow Bridge. Those are special folks. Our network of coordinators and directors support our fosters and
help them with this important job. We pay all the medical expenses. All you do is supply food and love. If a dog
needs prescription food, we pay for that as well.
You can drive dog transports on Saturday or Sunday. Check out our Canine Railroad Facebook page for the
weekly listing of transports. Here is the url: https://www.facebook.com/NBRANCR/. These volunteers are amazing!
You can donate money to help our endeavor. You can send the credit card payment, the check or you can also sign
up on IGive and Amazon Smile so that the things you purchase will help NBRAN. Those groups give us a % of sales
from our supporters. It’s an easy way to help without hurting your budget.
You could name NBRAN in your will. We have had folks do that, and it’s a wonderful way to make a difference. I
recently redid my will and upped the percentage going to NBRAN. It’s easy to do, and I can help your attorney with
the needed documentation.
You can share dogs you see on Facebook. You can keep an eye on your local shelter to see if any Brittanies come in.
Go to our website, http://www.nbran.org/about/state-provincial-coordinators , and find your state coordinator. Put their
email in your address book and when you see a Brittany that needs help, send it to
your state coordinator. Most of our state folks are on Facebook, so you may want to
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A Match Made in Heaven
The emails and Facebook blasts begin: HELP! Foster
needed for 11Yr. old Bonded Pair. Male and Female siblings,
together since birth. Cleveland Hts. Ohio. Sadly, Zip and
Zoey unexpectedly lost their human Mom since puppyhood
and spent a week alone with her before they were found.
With no immediate family in the local area, the owners son
recruited the help of Paws CLE, a boarding facility to assist in
their care and asked them to help rehome these twins.
Jackie Greiner at Paws CLE turned to social media and
networked furiously to find a new home for both these pups,
so they could stay together. At the same time, she was
involved in their daily care and she and all of the staff became
attached to these silly Britts. In short order, NBRAN was
made aware of their need and stepped up to re-home these
two together committing to pay for boarding until a foster was
found and they could be relocated.
The Coordinators were networking the need for a foster when
Florida Coordinator Denise Turgeon reached out to one of her
repeat adopters and spoke to her about considering taking in
this pair. Susan who has a huge heart for seniors was excited
about getting them to her home after hearing their sad story.
She was also hoping they may become official residents
provided they got along with the resident Britts. I thought, how
sweet would that be!
So now the only obstacle
was the two days of
travel. I offered to start them out of Cleveland with all
their belongings and Nancy Walker put together a super
team of transporters for their adventure down to Florida.
I visited them the day prior with
new collars and leads and
come to meet the sweetest but
also most active 11-year old
Britts I think I had ever met!
Zip, the male was literally
shaking at the visitor gate to
make a break for it… After all, a month in a boarding facility is a long
time for any dog, let alone a Britt!
The transport began and it turned out that the male, Zip,
was more anxious of the two about traveling. As the
handoff’s continued, Nancy’s drivers realized that Zip
did much better if he was crated with Zoey. Being
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separated even by a wire crate was not close
enough! The “Z’s” as they were fondly called by the
kennel staff finally made it safely to their anxiously
waiting new Mom and soon to be fur siblings on
Sunday afternoon.
The rest is history. Their new Mom is absolutely “in
love” with them! It’s only been a little over a week at
this writing, but they have settled the new daily
routine with resident Britts, Murphy and Riley. They
all seem to get along well, but Riley made sure to tell
them that he is the boss! Zip is a chair hog and
displaced Murphy from his chair, but Murphy seems
to be OK with that. Jackie at the kennel pointed out a few things as after they departed: Their
previous Mom and new Mom share the same first name and the dogs would celebrate their 11th
Birthday on Aug 8th. Susan did not let that day go by without event, they celebrated in their new
home with Birthday hats and a steak dinner! I am sure they will be adding some much-needed
weight in no time.
These pups have also filled a very special spot in the heart of their new Mom as well. She is
nearing the one-year anniversary of losing her husband Jim. Susan told me, “It’s been a rough
year and having the dogs in my life has helped tremendously. I believe he (Jim) had a hand in
getting the twins here and is smiling at the fun we are having!”. I don’t think there can be anything
more special than that for both Susan and the dogs! This was truly a win – win, a match made in
Heaven!
I was honored to help these pups and come to know their wonderful new owner who has such a
huge heart to help them! Thank you, Gaye Bricker, for stepping up to keep them safe, Jackie and
the staff at Paws CLE for working with NBRAN and taking great care of them, and to all of the
NBRAN team in between who made this save happen!
Submitted by Pat Amore
NBRAN Ohio Transport Volunteer
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Shout Out for the Southern Region
By Denise Turgeon
Most everyone knows National Brittany Rescue and
Adoption Network covers all of the continental
United States and many of the Canadian Provinces.
The areas are divided up by regions and each
region’s activities are facilitated by a Regional
Director who are also members of NBRAN’s Board
of Directors. The regions consist of West, South,
Mid-Atlantic, Midwest 1, Midwest 2, Northeast and
Canada. My Southern region consists of VA, NC,
SC, GA, FL, KY, TN, AR, OK, TX, KS, LA, MS and
AL.
As the Regional Director and facilitator for the Southern Region, I
am extremely proud and pleased to present our team of
Coordinators who have made the past year a very productive and
memorable one. Leslie Trenta, Janelle Hardwick, Jessica
Stevenson, Kathy Miller, Anna Niggeler, Debbie Tuthill, Neca
Hudgins, Jackie Cave, Melinde Waddle, and my fellow Board
member, Nancy Walker have all played a critical and pivotal role in
securing each and every dog we have taken into rescue. Since
August of 2018, our region has taken in 203 rescues, of which 130
have since been adopted. Many are still undergoing treatment for
health issues, many will not be adoptable and some will remain in
hospice care. Many others are still waiting for their forever families
to find them.
Most recently, the Southern Region was involved in taking in twenty
-six (26) 8-9 week old puppies from various sources in Tennessee,
Texas and South Carolina. Most of these puppies came from
deplorable conditions while others were from owners who could not keep up with the time and
expense of caring for a litter of puppies. The logistics of taking in so many puppies in such a short
period of time was definitely a challenge. But thanks to some incredible teamwork and support
from our Coordinators, volunteers, veterinarians, boarding facilities,
our Canine Railroad and Finance Committee, we were able to place
and move every one of these puppies to their adoptive or foster
homes.
All of this could not be possible without the support from our
President Susan Spaid and Treasurer Bill Canney who have
provided us with the resources we need to accomplish our goals.
Our thanks to everyone involved, and especially to the best team a
facilitator
could ask for.
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The Charm Bracelet: The Story of Willow the Wonder Brittany Rescue Pup
By LaFaye Ryan Hidinger
<This article was written by the mom of a family who adopted a special
needs brittany named Willow. NBRAN is blessed to have volunteers such as
Georgene and Hal who fostered Willow and adopters like LaFaye and her
husband who are willing to open their homes and hearts to these special
dogs>
Willow is a 1 year old Brittany rescue with neurological challenges. The
most likely scenario for her neurological issues is that unbeknownst to her
owners at the time, her mother was vaccinated during pregnancy. Willow
struggles with control over her body movements, but that does not stop her
from loving life and being an active 1 year old pup.
It didn’t take long for Willow to steal our
hearts. If she had a charm bracelet, it would be
overflowing with all the hearts she has
collected in her short time on this earth. She
was blessed to be loved when she first came into this world.
Her original family has a young daughter who adored her and
loved on her in such a way that only the most tender heart of a
child can do. When the family realized that they could not
give her the care she needed, she was sent to a foster home.
Her foster parents, Georgene and Hal, not only took care of her
physical needs, but they gave Willow their hearts too.
Now, this busy little Brittany has added our hearts to her
charm bracelet. All of her friends along the way have given her
their hearts too. She is so popular that she came
complete with her own fan club. With her popularity came the
responsibility of making a Facebook page dedicated to her
adventures. Her page is named Our Dog Willow. The “Our” being plural and referring to all
the people who have given Willow a piece of their heart.
Our sweet little Willow made herself at home from the start. Buddy
(our 7 year old
Brittany rescue), has the sweet spirit that Brittanys are known for and
accepted her relatively quickly. It wasn’t until she had lived with us a
few days that Buddy made it clear she was an
annoying little sister. He has put her in her place and
she is still learning, although, they do love to play
together and show affection for each other.
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Willow and our cat, Buster, are working on their
relationship. Buster was adopted as a kitten and
has always lived with Buddy, however, Buster is
not too sure what to think about our newest
canine addition.
Willow has good days and bad days. We are
still trying to figure out what level of activity
works best for her. It is hard to tell a young dog to
sit still when she wants to play.
We have to make her sit down when she has had
too much activity because it leads to unsteadiness,
wobbling and tumbling. When we finally get her
settled down, she loves to cuddle.
Even as I am typing now, I hear her upstairs
tromping around with Buddy. It is too hot to go
outside so my husband carried her upstairs and
Buddy followed. The playroom is long enough to
throw the ball, so they got their playtime.
This precious little dog does not know she is neurologically challenged, so we haven’t
told her. She may fall all over herself attempting to get from point A to point B, but she
always gets to her destination whether it is a physical location, or someone’s heart.
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Photo Gallery

Here is our Heidi! She loves to dig for voles!! They are doing so
well and so are we.
Margot and Dick

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Kaylee joined our little pack the day before Father’s Day 2019. She now has a big sister that
keeps her company at our home in Oxford. Kaylee’s
life drastically expanded when she joined us; there is
acreage to play and run, deer, horses, rabbits, birds,
chipmunks and other Brittany’s (Did you know that
Brittany’s hunt turtles too? Well they do out here )
across the pond! She loves the pond; her reward for
successful recall (we practice off leach everyday all
the time since we have so much land) is a dip in the
pond. I am so happy to have her in our family. Stella
(the other Brittany) has a full-time buddy, and Kaylee
does whatever Stella does.

Thanks NBRAN for the amazing
work that you do.
Victoria Christiansen
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Photo Gallery

Daisy is doing great. She has settled into the routine here. The pictures show her in her
two favorite spots; on the couch or on the bed. She likes to lay there and watch the world
go by. She is a sweet girl and we are so happy she came to us.
Sincerely, Tim & Pat Simpson

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

NBRAN Volunteer Linda Larson with two of their
Britts (Ole and Scoutie) and their wannabe Britt
(Bucky the cattle dog) on the way to a swim in
lake.
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Happy Adoption Anniversary from Enzo
May 20th was our one year anniversary. Couldn’t believe how fast time flies. Enzo is still the
best boy and we love him to the moon and back. It is so weird how much he is like our
Monty. He is my shadow like Monty. His favorite spots in the yard are identical. He is always
trying to please me. Very, very intelligent and knows to stick to me when we are out. He
will wait for me and if I am behind and out of sight, he will come back to keep with me.
Never takes his eyes off me. Always checking. Cannot bear to lose sight of his Mommy.
Always very, very sweet. Thank you NBRAN for our precious boy.

Chief update
We have had Chief a little over 3 months now and he has settled in well. He has become
addicted to me after we spent a day driving around running errands. He LOVES going for
rides in the car or truck. Every day he seems more attached. I have an odd work schedule,
so when I’m late he waits by the door until Ann goes to bed. Then he’ll settle into his bed in
our room or his chair that the past Britt’s loved to lay on and look out the window. I also
travel and am gone a few days at a time. Ann reports
he looks for me but does fine. He goes crazy when I
return. He runs around the fenced pasture chasing
birds and finding a few mice. In the house he is very
well behaved, when he is outside, he is a typical
Brittany focused on birds. He gets along fine with our
little dog and she does not mind him except when he’s
playing and runs her over.
Mike Grossman
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Memorial to Sam
He was only three days old the first time we laid eyes on him in March of 2005. One of a litter of twelve
Brittany puppies scrumming for position in a large cardboard box, he was
there, nameless, unidentified to us. We knew that in eight weeks we
would be taking home one of these tiny, fragile creatures. He would be
known as Sam.
We brought Sam into our lives at a time when we needed him more than
he needed us. My love of Sam lead me into my work with NBRAN. He filled
our lives with a pure and simple joy. And our love
for this one, beautiful dog has been instrumental in the rescue of scores of other
beautiful dogs in need, some who were days, some mere hours away from being euthanized. And Leslie, who needed a vessel to pour her bottomless well of love into,
found it lying at her feet.
Three years ago, Sam developed a
heart condition. In
addition, he had developed laryngeal paralysis, a syndrome common in
larger dog breeds that causes breathing difficulties. On a
Monday evening in
early March, shortly after his 14th birthday, he had a fullblown breathing crisis. Leslie, alarmed, worked frantically and was eventually
successful in calming
him, so he could breathe normally again. He slept
peacefully through the night.
Early the next morning, we took him to our veterinarian’s office where
they immediately put him on
oxygen. They determined that they would need to
run tests and keep
him under observation for a
few hours and that
we should go home, that they
would call us with the
diagnosis. Shortly before 2 that afternoon, we received the call from Dr Ben Parker, our vet, that we were clearly unprepared for. He quickly outlined the results
of the tests and told us that we needed to get there as quickly as possible as Sam
was in the throes of congestive heart failure and was trying to die.
When we arrived, we were escorted into the examination room where Sam was laying on a table, a blanket
covering him and the instrument that was about to take him away from us forever. Leslie and I cried together shamelessly as we stroked his head and ears, each of us holding a paw, while our dear,
sweet Sam stared dreamily into our eyes for the last time. It was over quickly and painlessly.
The only sounds in the room were the sounds of two heart strings breaking.

Sam Trenta 2/19/05-3/05/19
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Rainbow Bridge
Bret was my best friend and constant companion for
two short years, one of the nicest, sweetest little
fellow you could ever find. He was found wandering
the streets in Georgia, then rescued by NBRAN. He
passed on Veterans Day 2018. I will certainly miss
him forever.
Al Burr

Joseph Siedschlag’s George

Joan and Kevin Johnson’s Lucy

Stephanie Dodge’s Honey
——————————————————————————————————————————————Ryan Magnolia - #34 - Came to us in September, 2014.
Crossed the Bridge September 1, 2017 as a result of
complications from cancer. He came to me a very frightened, timid puppy, and left as a sweet, loving boy. Run
free at the bridge! Catch that squirrel buddy!
Leon Peck

——————————————————————————————————————————

We are so very sad to tell you that our beautiful (and kind of goofy) Duckie suffered a
stroke last month and had to be put down. We were looking forward to celebrating his 16th
birthday in the fall. He was a wonderful dog and we
are still shedding tears and miss him so much. His
"foster mom" Becky Heyd often took turns with us in
caring for our Brittanys when we travelled. She has
been extra thoughtful in letting her Emma stay an extra
day or two when she is out of town.
We are not ready to love another dog yet, but we think
there must be an old Brittany somewhere who needs
an old couple like us. We will keep reading the newsletter and keep in touch. Thanks so much for all of your
help in bringing him to us.
Cathy Schwinden
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Rainbow Bridge
Maggie was rescued from a county shelter in Los Angeles, California in
September 2018. Maggie was one of the Linda Larson rescues. Maggie
was very thin and had medical issues when she came into rescue, which
NBRAN addressed. Maggie was a senior adopted by the sweetest, most
loving human mom, Lucy Woodard. Lucy gave Maggie an amazing ten
months. Together, they took long walks along the California beaches;
rides everywhere; and had a circle of dog-loving friends and their canine
companions in the gated community in which they lived, who met twice
daily at the local park to let their beloved fur kids romp and play in the
grass. Lucy shared with us that Maggie was a loving Brittany who was her
constant companion, but not overly affectionate. She merely stayed very
close and was distinguished and graceful.
Sadly, Maggie developed a brain tumor and crossed the rainbow bridge in
early-September 2019. Her time may have been short, but she lived an extraordinary life of adventures and was
loved dearly by all who met her.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Two beautiful senior Brittanys came to us in December, 2018. Their names
were Lexi and Hunter. They were a brother and sister whose human dad
had passed away and the family could not care for them. Lexi and Hunter
stayed in foster care for a few months waiting for the right home until Lori
Savit came along in February, 2019.
Lori was moving to Paso Robles in Central California with her injured horse,
Atticus, who had been recently
adopted. Lori was looking for a bonded pair and fell in love with Lexi and
Hunter at first sight.
Lexi, Hunter and Atticus enjoyed running in the fields of Paso Robles and visiting vineyards on California’s central
coast. Lori sent us pictures and videos of Hunter and Lexi running circles around Atticus as Lori was doing rehab
work for a leg injury Atticus suffered in his prior home.
In late August, Lori discovered that Lexi had developed spleen and liver cancer. Lori was devastated and provided
all the medical care possible to insure Lexi’s comfort. Sadly, Lexi crossed the rainbow bridge on September
7th. Lori thankfully still has Hunter and Atticus, but Lexi was so special that there is, of course, a huge hole in her
heart.
As rescuers, we want the best possible home for our foster babies and we want them to have wonderful, long lives
– and sometimes that doesn’t happen. Lori gave Lexi a truly amazing life and every day with her was priceless. We
are so thankful to know Brittany parents like Lori. It is difficult to place bonded pairs and this year, we have taken
in several bonded pairs and managed to place them with lovely families. We are so very grateful to Lori for being a
spectacular Brittany mom.
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The “Brittany Things” mug is still for sale!
The mug was designed by Dailing Chen, an NBRAN volunteer, in honor of the 6th
Anniversary of the Magnolia Rescue. Here is a description from Dailing:
Penny and I spent the last couple months working on this to capture the things that
every Brittany Spaniel should have fun doing. You may know that Penny was part of
a major rescue operation in 2013 called the Magnolia Rescue, where over 100
Brittany Spaniels were rescued from a breeder in Louisiana. Today is the 6 year
anniversary of this rescue operation that brought her in my life. This mug was
created in memory of all Brittanys that should have been able to dig in the sand for
treasure, sniff the scents in the wind, and sit on their butts while waiting for their
5th treat even though they just ate breakfast. It is also a tribute this amazing breed
and how each one brings so much goofiness, love, and, joy to our lives. The link to
purchase is below- all proceeds will be donated to National Brittany Rescue and
Adoption Network (where Penny came from)!
https://www.zazzle.com/brittany_things_coffee_mug-168399615852620322
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Go to: https://bit.ly/2lR7dHs for pricing and ordering information
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Volunteer of the Quarter

Dianne Edwards was selected as Volunteer of the Quarter by NBRAN Board.
Dianne is a volunteer in Virginia who has fostered for NBRAN several times.
Recently, she has been helping with searching Craigslist for Brittanys. She
started out doing just Virginia, but has branched out to the Southeast
region. NBRAN has rescued several dogs due to her diligence, most recently a
year old Britt named Blue. Sometimes she can be a little over exuberant
when contacting some of the coordinators in asking if we got the dog or what
happened to it, but her concern comes from the heart. Dianne just wants to
make sure that these dogs are safe. The Board applauds her efforts and
selected her as the Volunteer of the Quarter.

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Coordinator of the Quarter

Georgene Norris was selected as the Coordinator of the
Quarter by NBRAN Board. Georgene does a great job
coordinating activities in Michigan. She helps finalize
adoptions, has fostered many of NBRANs dogs, has helped on
numerous transports, and administers the microchip
registrations and transfers within her region. She is a great
asset and one of the reasons for the success in
Michigan. Congratulations to Georgene for being
selected as the NBRAN Coordinator of the
Quarter.
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NBRAN Officers

Do you want to share your pictures or story?

Sue Spaid, President, sspaid@verizon.net
Susan Guthrie, VP, susanguthrie@comcast.net
William Canney, Treasurer, Qebh1977@att.net
Dave Voeltz, Secretary, dvoeltz@pie.midco.net

NBRAN Board Members
Sue Spaid sspaid@verizon.net
Susan Guthrie susanguthrie@comcast.net
Dave Voeltz dvoeltz@pie.midco.net
Gaye Bricker beaubritt2@aol.com
Nancy Walker nwalker@capecod.net
William Canney whcanney@yahoo.com
Denise Turgeon brittsnbits@gmail.com
Chris Eddinger ceddinger@verizon.net
Lon Peck lpeck3@reagan.com
Sandra toal sandratoal18@gmail.com
Yvonne Mehlenbacherr yvonnem@geneseo.edu
Lora Smith Hawaii18797@gmail.com

Contact Dave Voeltz at Dvoeltz@pie.midco.net
and email your story and pictures. We love sharing your story and pictures about the newest
member of your family!

Social Media Team

Kim Perez keperez00@gmail.com
Carol Chimera wolfrunbrittanys@gmail.com

RescuesGroups training or issues
Sue Spaid sspaid@verizon.net

NBRAN Newsletter

Editor - Dave Voeltz dvoeltz@pie.midco.net
Layout Design - Kelly Killeen kak0402@optoniline.net

Microchips

Georgene Norris georgenenbran@yahoo.com To Order
Lorraine Williams ladyhawke3099@me.com To Register

Go to www.NBRAN.ORG and see how you can become
more involved in Brittany Rescue. Foster, transport
help, financial assistance, home visits, or vet checks,
there are many ways you can help. Volunteer now and
make a difference!

Online Store

Sofia Evangelista sofevangelista@gmail.com

Intakes

Transportation coordinator
Nancy Walker nwalker@capecod.net

Web team Development
Want to get involved? Contact us to let us know if
you would be willing to help with ideas and design.

Ombudsman
If you have a concern of any nature and
want to report it, contact Dave Voeltz
at dvoeltz@pie.midco.net for a confidential means of doing so.

Placements

2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016

293
428
521
618
590
390
283
328
361
313

2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016

234
360
407
535
537
472
264
314
371
349

2017

296

2017

227

2018

341

2018

278

Through Aug 31

274

Through Aug 31

212
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